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REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF; 

MAR 2 2 2004 ^umet containers sue 

PROMPT REPLY NECESSARY 
CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Re: Request for Information Pursuant to Section 104 of CERCLA for the Calumet Containers 
Site, in Hammond, Lake County, Indiana 

Dear Madam or Sir: 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) seeks your cooperation in 
providing information and documents relating to the contamination of the Calumet Containers 
Superfimd Site at 3631 State Line Avenue, in Hammond, Lake County, Indiana (the Site). We 
encourage you to give this matter your immediate attention and that you provide a complete and 
truthful response to this Information Request and attached questions (Attachment B) within 
twenty-one (21) days of your receipt of &is letter. 

U.S. EPA is investigating the release or threat of release of hazardous substances, pollutants, or 
contaminants at the Site. U.S. EPA is seeking to obtain information concerning the generation, 
storage, treatment, transportation, and methods used to dispose of these substances, and identify 
activities, materials, and parties that contributed to contamination at the Site. U.S. EPA will 
study the effects of these substances on the environment and public healdi. U.S. EPA believes 
that you might possess information which may assist the Agency in its investigation of the Site. 

Calumet Containers.Corporation, formerly known as Steel Container Corporation, reconditioned 
steel drunis and pails and processed fiber drums at the Site from the 1960s until a fire destroyed . 
the facility in 1982. Most of the containers that were serviced were used in the paint and graphic 
arts industries. U.S. EPA collected surface soil samples during the site assessment conducted in 
February, April, and May 2002; analytical results revealed elevated levels of lead, cadmium, and 
polychlorihated biphenyls (PCBs). 
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Under Section 104(e)(2) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §9604(e)(2)i U.S. EPA has broad information 
gathering authority which allows U.S; EPA to require persons to fiimish information or 
documents relating to: 

(A) The identification, nature, and quantity of materials which have been or are 
generated, treated, stored, or disposed of at a vessel or facility or transported to a vessel or 
facility. 

(B) The nature or extent of a release or threatened release of a hazardous Substance or 
pollutant or contaminant at or fiiom a vessel or facility. 

(C) Information relating to the ability of a person to pay for or to perform a cleanup. 

While U.S. EPA seeks your cooperation in this investigationj compliance with the Information 
Request is required by law. In addition, providing false, fictitious, or firaudulent statements or 
representations may subject you to criminal penalties under 18 U.S.C. §1001. The information 
you provide may be used by U.S. EPA in administrative, civil, or criminal proceedings. 

Some of the information U.S. EPA is requesting may be considered by you to be confidential. 
Please be aware that you may not withhold the information upon that basis. If you wish 
U.S. EPA to treat the information confidentially, you must advise U.S. EPA of that fact by 
following the procedures outlined in Attachment A, including the requirement for supporting 
your claim for'confidentiality. 

If you have information about other parties who may have information which may assist the 
Agency in its investigation of the Site or may be responsible for the contamination at the Site, 
that information should be submitted within the time frame noted above. 

Section 104 of CERCLA, 42 U.S-C. §9604, authorizes U.S. EPA to pursue penalties for failure 
to comply with that section or for failure to respond adequately to requests for submissions of 
required information. 

This Information Request is not subject to the approval requirements of the Paperwork Reduction 
Act of 1995.44 U.S.C. S35Q1 et seq. 

Instaictions on how to respond to the questions in Attachment B to this document are described 
in Attachment A. Your response to this Information Request should be mailed to: 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Attn.: Sally Jansen, Enforcement Specialist 
Emergency Eiiforcement & Support Section, SE-5 J 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60604-3590 



If you have questions about the history of the Site, the nature of the environmental conditions at 
the Site, or the status of cleanup activities, please contact On-Scene Coordinator Vemeta Simon 
at (312) 886-3601 or Assistant Regional Counsel Richard Murawski at (312) 886-6721. 
However, if you have specific questions about the Infonnation Request, please contact 
Enforcement Specialist Sally Jansen at (312) 353-9046. 

We appreciate and look forward to your pronipt response to this Information Request. 

Sincerely, 

William D. Messenger, Chief 
Emergency Enforcement and Support Section 

Enclosures 



ATTACHMENT A 

CALUMET CONTAINERS SITE 

INFORMATION REQUEST 
INSTRUCTIONS AND DEFINITIONS 

Instructions 

1. Answer Every Question Completely. A separate response must be made to each of the 
questions set forth in this Information Request. For each question contained in this letter, if 
information responsive to this Information Request is not in your possession, custody, or control. 

2. Niimher Rach Answer. Precede each answer with the corresponding number of the 
question and the subpart to which it responds. 

3, Provide flie Best Information Available. Provide responses to the best of Respondent's 
ability, even if the information sought was never put down in writing or if the written docimients 
are no longer available. You should seek out responsive information fiom current and former 
employees/agents. Submission of cursory responses when other responsive information is 

4. Identify Sources of Answer. For each question, identify (see Definitions) all the persons 
and documents that you relied on in producing your answer. 

5. Continuing Obligation to Provide/Correct Information. If additional information or 
documents responsive to this Request become known or available to you after you respond to tiiis 
Request, U.S. EPA hereby requests, pursuant to Section 104(e) of CERCLAi that you supplement 
your response to U.S. EPA. 

6. Confidential Information. The information requested herein must be provided even 
though you may icontend that it includes confidential information or trade secrets. You may 
assert a Confidentiality claim covering part or all of tiie information requested, pursuant to 
Sections 104(e)(7)(E) and (F) of CERCLA, 42.U.S.C. §§9604(e)(7)(E) and (F), and Section 
3007(b) of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act ("RCRA"), 42 U.S.C. §6927(b), and 40 
C.F.R. §2.203(b). 

If you make a claim of confidentiality for any of the information you submit to U.S. EPA, 
you must prove that claim. For each document or response you claim confidential, you must 
separately address the following points: 
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a. the portions of the information alleged to be entitled to confidential treatment; 

b. the period of time for which confidential treatment is desired (e.g., until a certain date, 
until the occurrence of a specific event, or permanently); 

c. measmes taken by you to guard against die undesired disclosure of the information to 
others; 

d. the extent to which the information has been disclosed to others; and the precautions 
taken in connection therewith; 

e. pertinent confidentiality determinations, if any, by U.S. EPA or other federal agencies, 
and a copy of any such determinations or reference to them, if available; and 

I 

f. whether you assert that disclosure of the information would likely result in substantial 
harmful effects on your business' competitive position, and if so, what those harmful 
effects would be, why they should be viewed as substantial, and an explanation of the 
causal relationship between disclosure and such harmfiil effects, 

To make a confidentiality claim, please stamp or type "confidential'' on all confidehtial 
responses and any related confidential docnments. Confidential portions of otherwise 
nonconfidential documents should be clearly identified. You should indicate a date, if any, after 
which the information need no longer be treated as confidential. Please submit your response so 
that all non-confidential information, including any redacted versions of documents, is in one 
envelope and all materials for which you desire confidential treatment are iii another envelope. 

All confidentiality claims are subject to U.S. EPA verification. It is important that you 
satisfactorily show that yoU have taken reasonable measures to protect the CQS^dentiality of the 
information and that you intend to continue to do so, and that it is not and has not been 
obtainable by legitimate means Avithout your consent. Information covered by such claim will be 
disclosed by U.S. EPA only to the extent permitted by Section 104(e) of CERCLA. If no such 
claim accompanies the information when it is received by U.S. EPA/then it may be made 
available to the public by U^S. EPA without further notice to you. 

7. Disclosure to U.S. EPA Contractor. Mformation which you submit in response to this 
Information Request may be disclosed by U.S. EPA to aUthoriz(^ representatives of the United 
States, pursuant to 40 C.F.R. §2.31>0(h), even if you assert that all or part of it is confidential 
business information^ Please be advised that U.S. EPA may disclose all responses to this 
Information Request to one or more of its private contractors for the purpose of organizing and/or 
analyzing the information contained in the responses to this Information Request. If you are 
submitting information which you assert is entitled to treatment as confidential business 
information:, yoti may corrunent on this intended disclosure within fourteen (14) days of receiving 
this Information Request. 
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8; Bersonal Privacy Infoianation. Personnel and medical files, wd similar files, the 
disclosure of which to file general public may constitute an invasion of piivacy, should be 
segregated fixim your responses, included on separate sheet(s}^ and marked as 'Personal 
Privacy Information/' 

9. Objections to Questions. If you have objections to some or all the questions within the 
hiformation Request letter, you are still required to respond to^each of the questions. 

Definitions 

The following definitions shall apply to the following words as they appear in this 
Information Request. 

1. The term "arrangement" means every separate contract or other agreement between two 
or more persons, whether written or oral. 

2. The term "documents" includes any written, recorded, computer-generated, or visually or 
aurally reproduced material of any kind in any medium in your possession, custody, or control, or 
known by you to exist, including originals, all prior drafts, and all non-identical copies. 

3. The term "hazardous substance" Shall have the same definition as that contained in 
Section 10l(14) of CERCLA, and includes any mixtures of such hazardous substances with any 
other substances, including mixtures of hazardous substances with petroleum products or other 
nonhazardous substances. 

4. The term "identify" means, with respect to a natural person, to set forth: (a) the 
person's full name; (b) present or last known business and home addresses and telephone-
munbers; (c) present or last known employer (include full name and address) with title, position 
or business. 

5. The term "identify"means, with respect to a corporation, partnership, or other 
business entity (including a sole proprietorship), to provide its full name, address, and affiliation 
with the individual and/or company to whom/which this request is addressed. 

6. The term "material" or "materials" shall mean any and all objects, goods, substances, or 
matter of any kind, including but not limited to wastes. 

7. The term "person" shall include any individual, finn, unincorporated association, 
partnership, corporation, trust, or other entity. 

8. The term "pollutant or contaminant" shall include, but not be limited to, any element, 
substance, compound, or mixture, including disease-^causing agents, which after release into the 
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environment will or may reasonably be anticipated to cause deathj disease, behavioral 
abnormalities, cancer, genetic mutation, physiological malfunctions (including malfunctions in. 
reproduction) or physical deformations; except that the term "pollutant or contaminant" shall nOt 
include petrolemn. 

'J 

9. The term "release" shall mean any spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, 
emptying, discharging, injectirig, escaping, leaching, dumping, or disposing into the environment, 
including the abandonment or discharging of barrels, containers, and other closed receptacles 
containing any hazardous substance or pollutant or contaminant. ' 

' « 

10. The term "Site" shall mean the Calumet Containers Corporation Superfimd Site located at 
13601 ISd"" Street in Hammond, Lake County, Indiana. 

11. The term "you" or "Respondeiit" shall mean the business to which this Request is 
addressed. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

CALUMET CONTAINERS SITE 
HAMMOND, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA 

INFORMATION INQUEST 

1. Identify all persons consulted in the pFeparation of the answers to these Infomiation 
Requests. 

2. Identify all documents consulted, examined, or referred to in the preparation of the 
answers to these Requests, and provide copies of all such documents. 

3. If you have reason to believe that there may be persons able to provide a more detailed or 
complete response to any Information Request or who may be able to provide additional 
responsive documents^ identify such persons. 

4. Identify all persons having knowledge or information about the generation, transportation, 
treatment, disposal, or other handling of hazardous substances by you, your contractors, or by 
prior owners and/operators.^ 

5. Identify all persons, including yourself, who may have arranged for disposal or treatment 
or arranged for transportation for disposal or treatment of waste materials, including hazardous 
substances, at the Site or to the Site. In addition, identify the following: 

a. The persons with whom you or such other persons made such arrangements. 

b. Every date on which such arrangements took place; 

c. For each transaction, the nature of the waste material or hazardous substance, including 
the chemical content, characteristics, physical state (e.g., solid, liquid), and the process, for which 
the substance was used or the process which generated the substance; 

d. The owner of the waste materials or hazardous substances so accepted or transported; 

e. The quantity of the waste materials or hazardous substances involved (weight or volume) 
in each transaction and the total quantity for all transactions; 

f. All tests, analyses, and analytical results concerning the waste materials; 

g. The per;son(s) who selected the Site as the place to which the waste materials or 
hazardous substances were to be transported; 
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h. Where the person identified in g. above intended to have such hazardous substances or 
waste materials transported and all evidence of this intent; 

I 

i. Whether the waste materials or hazardous substances involved in each transacdoh were 
transshipped through, or were stored or held at, any intermediate site prior to final treatment or 
disposal; 

j. What was actually done to the waste materials or hazardous substances once they were 
brought to the Site; 

k. The final disposition of each of the waste materials or hazardous substances involved in 
such transactions; 

1. The measures taken by you to determine the actual methods, meahSj, and site of treatment 
or disposal of the waste material and hazardous substances involved in each transaction; 

m. The type and number of containers in which the waste materials or hazardous substances . 
were contained when they were accepted for transport, and subsequently until they were 
deposited at the Site^ and all markings on such containers; 

n. All documents containing information responsive to a-m above, pr in lieu of 
identification of all relevant documents, provide copies of all such documents; 

o. . All persons with knowledge, information, or documents responsive to am above. 
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CALUMET CONTAINER SITE 
HAMMOND, LAKE'COUNTV,INDIANA 

PRPS SENT INFORMATION REQUEST ON MARCH 22,2004 

Lockheed Martin 
Re: Americah-Marietta - Kankakee, IL 
Attn.: Mary Momlngstar, Esq. 
6801 Rockledge Dr. 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

Armstrong World Industries, Inc. 
Re: Armstrong - Kankakee 
% CT Corporation System, Registered Agent 
208S.LaSalleSt. 
Chicago, IL 60604-1135 

BagcrafI Corp of America 
3900 W. 43rd St. 
Chicago, IL 60632 

Multi-Color Specialties, Inc. 
Re: Banratt Vamtsh Co. 
1532 S. 50th Ct. 
Cicero, IL 60804 

Color Communications, inc. 
Re: Cart Goit 

. Attn.: Mr. Stan Lemer, President 
4000 W. Fiiimore St. 
Chicago, iL 60624 

Transtar, inc. 
Re: EJ&ERailway 
135 Jamison Lane 
Mbnroeviile, PA15146 

City of Hammond 
Law Department 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 

Lee Publications, Inc. 
Re: Hammond Times 
% CT Corporation System, Registered Agent 
36 S. Pennsylvania St., Ste. 700 
indianapolis, IN 46204 

Industrial FUel & Asphalt of Indiana, Inc. 
% CT Corporation, System, Registered Agent 
36 S. Pennsyivania St., Ste. 700 
indianapoiis, IN 46204 

BASF Corporation 
Re: International Printing ink Company 
3000 Continental Dr. North 
Mount Olive NJ 07626-1234 

Berlin industries. Inc. 
(fka I. S. Berlin) 
175 Mercedes Dr. 
Carpi Stream, IL 60188 

Kohl & Madden 
750 Arthur Ave. 
Elk Grove Village, IL 6PO07 

Crane Plumbing 
Re: Northway. Products Div. of UhiVersai-Rundle Corp. 
PiO. Box 2268 
E. Cherry St. Ext. 
New Castle, PA 16102 

Peacock Colors Inc. 
Attn.: Ciitlbrd Bloom, President 
1000 W.Nationai Ave. 
Addison, IL 60101-3127 

Torco Oil Company 
%iMr. Anthony M. Tortorlello, Registered Agent 
3301 S.Kedzle Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60623 

united States Air Reserve Base 
434ARW/Ce 
596 Warthog Dr. 
Grissom Air Reserve Base 
Grissom ARB, IN 46971-5000 

W:W. Henry Company 
400ArdexParkDr. 
Aliquippa, PA 15001 

Moore Wallace Hillside Printing 
Re: Wallace Press 
4600 Roosevelt Rd. 
Hillside, IL 60162 

Moen Incorporated 
Re: Western Cold Drawn Steel 
Attn.: Mr. Bruce A. Cartibnari, President 
377 Woodland Ave. 
Elyria, OH 44036 

American WilbertVaun Corp. 
Attn.: Mr. Gregory C. Relchle, President 

and Reglstered'Agent 
1015 Troost Ave. 
Forest Park, IL 6013O-2156 

Georgia-Pacific Corporation 
Re: Will County Press - Lockport, IL 
Law Department 
133<Peachtree SL, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
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